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any officer or employee of the Govern-
ment, or name any agency in the
United States Department of Agri-
culture, to act as the Secretary’s agent
or representative in connection with
any of the provisions of this part.

§ 955.84 Derogation.

Nothing contained in this part is, or
shall be construed to be, in derogation
or in modification of the rights of the
Secretary or of the United States to
exercise any powers granted by the Act
or otherwise, or, in accordance with
such powers, to act in the premises
whenever such action is deemed advis-
able.

§ 955.85 Personal liability.

No member or alternate of the com-
mittee or any employee or agent there-
of, shall be held personally responsible,
either individually or jointly with oth-
ers, in any way whatsoever, to any
handler or to any person for errors in
judgment, mistakes, or other acts, ei-
ther of commission or omission, as
such member, alternate, employee, or
agent, except for acts of dishonesty,
willful misconduct, or gross neg-
ligence.

§ 955.86 Separability.

If any provision of this part is de-
clared invalid, or the applicability
thereof to any person, circumstance, or
thing is held invalid, the validity of the
remainder of this part, or the applica-
bility thereof to any other person, cir-
cumstance, or thing shall not be af-
fected thereby.

§ 955.87 Amendments.

Amendments to this part may be pro-
posed, from time to time, by the com-
mittee or by the Secretary.

MARKETING AGREEMENT

§ 955.90 Counterparts.

This agreement may be executed in
multiple counterparts and when one
counterpart is signed by the Secretary,
all such counterparts shall constitute,
when taken together, one and the same
instrument as if all signatures were
contained in one original.

§ 955.91 Additional parties.

After the effective date thereof, any
handler may become a party to this
agreement if a counterpart is executed
by such handler and delivered to the
Secretary. This agreement shall take
effect as to such new contracting part
at the time such counterpart is deliv-
ered to the Secretary, and the benefits,
privileges, and immunities conferred
by this agreement shall then be effec-
tive as to such new contracting party.

§ 955.92 Order with marketing agree-
ment.

Each signatory hereby requests the
Secretary to issue, pursuant to the
Act, an order providing for regulating
the handling of Vidalia onions in the
same manner as is provided for in this
agreement.

Subpart—Rules and Regulations

§ 955.101 Report of shipments.

Each handler, at the end of each
month’s operation, but not later than
seven (7) days after the end of the
month, shall report to the Committee,
on a form provided to such handler by
the Committee, the following informa-
tion:

(a) Name of handler;
(b) Address of handler;
(c) Period covered;
(d) Total receipts of Vidalia onions;
(e) Total fresh market shipments of

Vidalia onions.

[59 FR 1896, Jan. 13, 1994]

§ 955.113 Fiscal period.

Pursuant to § 955.13, fiscal period shall
mean the period beginning January 1
and ending December 31 of each year,
except that the fiscal period that began
on September 16, 1998, shall end on De-
cember 31, 1999.

[64 FR 48245, Sept. 3, 1999]

§ 955.121 Change in term of office.

Pursuant to § 955.21, the term of of-
fice for the Committee shall be for two
years beginning January 1 and ending
December 31, except that, the term of
office for members and alternates
whose terms expired on September 15,
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1999, shall end on December 31, 1999, or
until qualified successors are selected.

[64 FR 72269, Dec. 27, 1999]

§ 955.122 Change in nomination dead-
lines.

Pursuant to § 955.22, the Committee
shall hold or cause to be held not later
than October 1 of each year a meeting
or meetings of growers for the purpose
of designating one nominee for each
position as member and for each posi-
tion as alternate of the Committee
which is vacant, or about to become
vacant. Such nominations shall be sup-
plied to the Secretary in such manner
and form as the Secretary may pre-
scribe, not later than October 15 of
each year. The grower members shall
nominate the public member and alter-
nate public member at the first meet-
ing following the selection of members
for a new term of office. Nominations
for the public member and alternate
public member shall be supplied to the
Secretary in such manner and form as
the Secretary may prescribe, not later
than February 15.

[64 FR 72269, Dec. 27, 1999]

§ 955.142 Delinquent assessments.

Each handler shall pay interest of
one percent per month on any unpaid
assessments levied pursuant to § 955.42
and any accrued unpaid interest begin-
ning 30 days after date of billing, until
the delinquent handler’s assessment
plus applicable interest has been paid
in full.

[59 FR 18946, Apr. 21, 1994]

ASSESSMENT RATES

§ 955.209 Assessment rate.

On and after January 1, 2000, an as-
sessment rate of $0.10 per 50-pound bag
or equivalent is established for Vidalia
onions.

[65 FR 5738, Feb. 7, 2000]

PART 956—SWEET ONIONS GROWN
IN THE WALLA WALLA VALLEY OF
SOUTHEAST WASHINGTON AND
NORTHEAST OREGON

Subpart—Order Regulating Handling

DEFINITIONS

Sec.
956.1 Secretary.
956.2 Act.
956.3 Person.
956.4 Production area.
956.5 Walla Walla Sweet Onions.
956.6 Handler.
956.7 Registered handler.
956.8 Handle.
956.9 Container.
956.10 Producer.
956.11 Varieties.
956.12 Committee.
956.13 Fiscal period.
956.14 [Reserved]
956.15 Grade and size.
956.16 Pack.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE

956.20 Establishment and membership.
956.21 Term of office.
956.22 Nominations.
956.23 Selection.
956.24 Qualification and acceptance.
956.25 Alternates.
956.26 Vacancies.
956.27 Failure to nominate.
956.28 Procedure.
956.29 Expenses.
956.30 Powers.
956.31 Duties.

EXPENSES AND ASSESSMENTS

956.40 Expenses.
956.41 Budget.
956.42 Assessments.
956.43 Accounting.
956.44 Excess funds.
956.45 Contributions.

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

956.50 Research and development.

REGULATION

956.60 Marketing policy.
956.61 Recommendation for regulations
956.62 Issuance of regulations.
956.63 Handling for specified purposes.
956.64 Minimum quantities.
956.65 Notification of regulations.
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